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To whom it may concern

SUBMISSION REGARDING HOUSEKEEPING AMENDMENT TO THE STATE POLICY FOR EXEMPT AND
COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT

The Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education (FARE) writes to support the submission from
Dr Alison Ziller regarding Housekeeping Amendment to the State Policy for Exempt and Complying
Development.

Harms arising from liquor sold from packaged liquor outlets (PLO) is a key concern for NSW communities.

Their concerns are well-founded. Peer-reviewed research from Australia and abroad has consistently
found that increased alcohol outlet density contributes to increased alcohol harms," including family
violence™" and child maltreatment.” An Australian study from Melbourne has found that there is a
strong association between domestic violence and the concentration of off-licence liquor outlets in an
area, in that a 10 per cent increase in off-licence liquor outlets is associated with a 3.3 per cent increase
in domestic violence. A study in Western Australia, found that for every 10,000 additional litres of pure
alcohol sold at a packaged liquor outlet, the risk of violence experienced in a residential setting increased
by 26 per cent.”

Understanding that the concentration of alcohol outlets is higher in disadvantaged communities*' is
important when determining appropriate policy options. Research has found that that the increased
access to alcohol in disadvantaged communities may help explain some of the socio-economic disparities
in health outcomes." The review also suggested that it might be harder for disadvantaged communities
to influence planning and zoning decisions, thereby hindering their ability to prevent the continuing
proliferation of outlets. *

Liquor licences are approved by the Independent Liquor and Gaming Authority (ILGA). ILGA relies on
local council approval of development applications prior to considering licence applications. Presently in
NSW, retail premises can become a PLO without notifying the local council, providing there are no traffic
impacts or building alterations.
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Section 2.20B(f) of the Exempt and Complying Development State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPP)
requires new uses of premises with social risks to provide a development application for the local council

to consider. This section of the Exempt and Complying Development SEPP does not include packaged
liquor outlets.

Section 2.20B(f) of the Exempt and Complying SEPP should be amended to include retail packaged liquor
outlets. This amendment is essential given the increased alcohol risks associated with increased
availability of alcohol from packaged liquor outlets.

It is essential that planning instruments should not inadvertently contribute to alcohol-related harm by
removing scrutiny of changes of use for packaged liquor outlets.

Yours sincerely

A A NG

MICHAEL THORN
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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